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“Intimate 
Apparel…
one of the  
40 best plays 
ever written.”  

— THE INDEPENDENT,  UK



Tickets 250-385-6815 / tickets.belfry.bc.ca

instagram.com/belfrytheatre 

facebook.com/belfrytheatre 

Join Us
vimeo.com/belfrytheatre 

twitter.com/belfrytheatre 

Intimate Apparel  
is generously  
supported by

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 AT 11 AM

BMO Studio Theatre,  
1291 Gladstone Avenue

Free Event. Our live talk show hosted by CBC Radio’s Gregor Craigie and featuring 

artists from the upcoming show, along with experts from the community, has 

been designed to provide insight into each Mainstage production.

Panelists for Intimate Apparel include Jenny Brizard (Esther), Denyse Karn (Set 

& Costume Designer), Dr. Rachel Cleves (History Professor at the University of 

Victoria), and Yamila Franco (Social Entrepreneur, advancing inclusion for the 

BIPOC community).

Each event is held the Saturday before Opening, is free to attend and is live 

streamed on Facebook and is available as a podcast on our website.

To reserve your free tickets, please call our Box Office at 250-385-6815.

B4Play Anita Rochon and Gregor Craigie 
Photo by Don Craig

Hello!
Welcome back to the Belfry and 
our new production of Lynn 
Nottage’s play, Intimate Apparel.

We’re thrilled to be bringing you this new 

show directed by Nigel Shawn Williams, who 

directed last season’s production of Serving 

Elizabeth.

Also joining us from Serving Elizabeth is 

Lucinda Davis, who will be joined by Jenny 

Brizard, Melissa Taylor, Matthew Gorman, 

Amira Anderson, and Matthew G. Brown.

Head over to our Storylines page for Intimate 

Apparel - www.belfry.bc.ca/storylines-

intimate-apparel/ where you can watch 

interviews with Lynn Nottage about writing 

and the creative process.

As always, we look forward to seeing you at 

the theatre.

Upstage is 
supported by

BELFRY THEATRE 

1291 GLADSTONE AVENUE 

VICTORIA, BC 

V8T 1G5

WWW.BELFRY.BC.CA

 

is produced four times per year and can be found at 

branches of the Greater Victoria Public Library, the Belfry 

and online at issuu.com/belfrytheatre. If you would like a 

digital copy please drop us a line at hello@belfry.bc.ca.
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NEW YORK IN 1905 WAS A CITY FULL OF WOMEN LIKE ESTHER, THE 

HEROINE OF LYNN NOTTAGE’S PLAY INTIMATE APPAREL. At the turn of 

the century, young single Black women, born in the U.S. South 

after the Civil War, pulled up stakes and travelled north by the 

thousands looking to escape violence, overwork, and closed 

horizons. Between 1890 and 1900, the city’s Black population 

doubled. Many of the women, like Esther, were illiterate and left 

behind only photographs as records of their lives, like Nottage’s 

own grandmother who inspired her play. It takes imagination to 

recapture their stories, but not as much imagination as it took for 

these young women to invent new lives and stories for themselves.

They arrived in New York by steamer, by train, and on foot. Some 

had family to stay with or had lined up domestic jobs in advance 

that came with room and board. Others had nowhere to stay. 

The unlucky were preyed upon by the hustlers who stalked the 

docks and train stations, looking for newcomers to recruit to 

the city’s sex trade. Doing battle with the procurers were do-

gooders like Victoria Earle Matthews, who ran the White Rose 

Mission, a “Christian, nonsectarian Home for Colored Girls and 

Women.” Matthews and her volunteers waited at train platforms 

for new arrivals and invited them to stay at the Mission, where 

they received training as seamstresses, hatmakers, and cooks. From 

this safe landing place, the young women might secure lodgings in 

a respectable boarding house, like Esther finds in the home of Mrs. 

Dickinson.

Coming north might have saved migrants from the debt peonage 

of the Jim Crow South, but it didn’t free anyone from the burden of 

hard labour. Making ends meet as a single Black woman in turn of 

the century New York required constant toil. Most jobs were closed 

to Black workers. The majority of Black women worked as domestics. 

Even a skilled seamstress, like Esther, had to work nonstop to earn 

enough to pay rent. But Black women migrants refused to be limited 

to a life of labour. They came to New York for something more. The 

historian Saidiya Hartman writes that “at the turn of the twentieth 

century, young black women were in open rebellion.” They were 

chasing after love, pleasure, and excitement. “A small rented room 

was a laboratory for trying to live free in a world where freedom was 

thwarted.” Their intimate acts were acts of revolution.

Esther takes a risk on a man she doesn’t know, George, a Barbadian 

labourer who writes her letters from Panama, where he works on a 

crew digging a canal to cross the continent. Other women » 

L Y N N  N O T T A G E ’ S  
“ I N T I M A T E  A P P A R E L ”

BY DR. RACHEL CLEVES

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.HISTORY101.NYC



LY N N  N OT TA G E 
Lynn Nottage is one of the English-speaking world’s most prolific and 

acclaimed playwrights. She is the only woman to have twice won the 

Pulitzer Prize for Drama. A three-time Tony Award nominee, her many 

awards include two Off-Broadway Obies, two Drama Critics’ Circle 

Awards, two Outer Critics’ Circle Awards, a Drama Desk Award, and 

London’s Evening Standard Award. She has twice won the AUDELCO 

Award for excellence in African American Theatre. Her most lauded 

plays include Clyde’s, Sweat, Ruined, and Intimate Apparel.

Why I Chose 
This Play

 “People need human contact, Maxine, honey.”  So wrote 

Tennessee Williams in one of his greatest plays, The Night of 

the Iguana. Playwright Lynn Nottage presents us with five 

souls in search of human contact, yearning for intimacy. These 

are people unlikely to draw anyone’s attention on the street. 

With the exception of Mrs. Van Buren, none of them have any 

“standing” in the world. And yet, the emotion that simmers 

inside each of them could fuel a jet plane—!

After seeing a vintage photograph entitled “Unidentified 

Negro Seamstress, 1905.” Lynn Nottage wanted to know more 

about this woman—who was she and what was her story? That 

photograph inspired this play—making it a celebration of the 

human heart and its resiliency.

It’s a great story, with an enormous heart. And that’s why I 

chose this play.

Michael Shamata, Artistic Director 

found lovers closer to home, not only men but other women and 

genderqueer folk as well. Still the act of loving, unwisely, at costs, is 

an act of resistance for Esther as it was for others. Through such acts 

of rebellion as leaving home and taking lovers, Esther and her sisters 

imagined the modern world into being.

To learn more about Black women like Esther in turn-of-the-century 

New York, I recommend Saidiya Hartman’s Wayward Lives, Beautiful 

Experiments: Intimate Histories of Riotous Black Girls, Troublesome 

Women, and Queer Radicals (Norton, 2019). 

 
A historian and professor at the University of Victoria, Cleves is the author of 
three books, Unspeakable: A Life Beyond Sexual Morality (2020), Charity and Sylvia: 
A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America (2014), and The Reign of Terror in America: 
Visions of Violence from Anti-Jacobinism to Antislavery (2009). Her research has been 
featured in The Washington Post, The Boston Globe, salon.com and brainpickings.
org. Her current project is titled “A Historian’s Guide to Food and Sex.”

She writes in a treehouse in Oak Bay, British Columbia.

Tickets 250-385-6815 / tickets.belfry.bc.ca
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Our round-up of events 
happening at the theatre 
over the next four weeks.

B4PLAY 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 AT 11 AM 

BMO Studio Theatre, 1291 Gladstone Avenue 

Our live talk show hosted by CBC Radio’s Gregor 

Craigie and featuring artists from the upcoming 

show, along with experts from the community, 

have been designed to provide insight into each 

Mainstage production.

Panelists include Jenny Brizard (Esther), Denyse 

Karn (Set & Costume Designer), Dr. Rachel Cleves 

(History Professor at the University of Victoria), 

and Yamila Franco (Social Entrepreneur, advancing 

inclusion for the BIPOC community).

Each event is held the Saturday before Opening, is 

free to attend and is live streamed on Facebook and 

is available as a podcast on our website.

To reserve your free tickets, please call our Box 

Office at 250-385-6815.

TALKBACK THURSDAY   

(ON STAGE + ONLINE / HYBRID) 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6  FOLLOWING THE 

PERFORMANCE  

On the third Thursday performance during the run 

of each show, most (usually all) of the actors return 

to the stage to answer your questions and provide 

insight into the play you have just experienced. 

These Q & A sessions last approximately 20 minutes.

A Black Women’s History  
of the United States  
by Daina Ramey Berry  
and Kali N. Gross (2020)

Dressed in Dreams  
by Tanisha C. Ford (2019)

Fabulation: or the Re-
Education of Undine  
by Lynn Nottage  
[Hoopla audiobook] (2014)

How Wall Street Created  
a Nation: J.P. Morgan, 
Teddy Roosevelt and the 
Panama Canal  
by Ovido Diaz Espino (2001)

Hidden Figures: The 
American Dream and the 
Untold Story of the Black 
Women Mathematicians 
Who Helped Win the Space 
Race  
by Margot Lee Shetterly 
(2016)

Belfry Librarian

The wonderful librarians at the Greater Victoria Public Library 
have compiled a list of books and videos to help you get even 
more out of our production of Intimate Apparel.

 Invisible: The Forgotten Story 
of the Black Woman Who 
Took Down America’s Most 
Powerful Mobster  
by Stephen L. Carter (2018)

Libertie: A Novel  
by Kaitlyn Greenidge (2021)

Panama Canal  
by Stephen Ives [DVD] (2011)

Radical Intimacy: Cultivate 
the Deeply Connected 
Relationships You Desire and 
Deserve by Zoë Kors (2022)

The Personal Librarian by 
Marie Benedict and Victoria 
Christopher Murray (2021)

Wayward Lives, Beautiful 
Experiments: Intimate 
Histories of Social Upheaval 
by Saidiya V. Hartman (2019)

Well-Read Black Girl: Finding 
Our Stories, Discovering 
Ourselves: An Anthology by 
Glory Edim, editor (2018) – 
includes “Putting women 
center stage: a conversation 
with Lynn Nottage”



I am thrilled to introduce you to Isaac Thomas, the Belfry’s new 

Executive Director—and I hope you will get a chance to meet him 

in person over the course of this season. Isaac moved into his office 

off the lobby a mere two months ago, but already he’s part of the 

Belfry family and is making his presence felt. Personally, I am feeling 

invigorated by the numerous conversations he and I have had about 

life and art, and the purpose behind why we do what we do—!

Isaac is an arts executive who is passionate about the arts—! He has 

a deep commitment to new play development, arts education, and 

training. He is a core member of Rising Tides, a national initiative for 

the advancement of IBPOC arts managers, and is a vocal proponent 

for equity and inclusion in the arts. Isaac currently sits on the board of 

Cahoots Theatre—a company for equity-deserving artists.

Isaac came to the Belfry from Toronto, where, for the past 10 years, he 

was the Managing Director of Native Earth Performing Arts, Canada’s 

oldest professional Indigenous theatre company. Prior to that 

appointment, he held the position of Director of the extensive Drama 

School at Toronto’s Young People’s Theatre, and before that was 

General Manager of Theatre Kingston, in Ontario. He has served on 

the Advisory Committee of New Harlem Productions and as Chair of 

the Toronto Association of Acting Studios and Theatre Ontario’s Youth 

Theatre Training Program (YTTP).

Originally from Delhi, Isaac came to Canada after completing an MA 

in English Literature at Delhi University, and an MFA in Acting at Ohio 

University. He also holds a Bachelor of Education from the University 

of Toronto’s OISE (Ontario Institute for Studies in Education), having 

focused on inner-city education.

Prior to his administrative career, Isaac was a member of the resident 

acting company at the Cleveland Playhouse and toured schools with 

Karamu House, an African American theatre company in Cleveland. 

After moving to Toronto, he worked as a stage manager for 10 years, 

with such companies as Canadian Stage, Young People’s Theatre,  

fu-GEN, Cahoots Theatre, Modern Times, and Theatre Direct.

When his appointment to the Belfry was announced, Isaac said: “I 

am thrilled to be joining the Belfry and working with the exceptional 

team of the Board, Michael, and the dedicated staff. The Belfry is a 

great institution, deeply respected for its work and culture, both in 

the community of Victoria and nationally. I am fortunate to have the 

support and guidance of Ivan Habel, who in partnership with Michael, 

has accomplished so much at the Belfry. I look forward to building on 

that legacy. I am profoundly honoured by the faith placed in me and look 

forward to engaging with the broader community in this beautiful city.”

Isaac’s arrival marks a new chapter in the Belfry’s history, and I feel 

incredibly fortunate to be embarking on this journey alongside such 

an intelligent, dedicated, and passionate partner.

Michael.

Tickets 250-385-6815 / tickets.belfry.bc.ca

INTRODUCING OUR NEW 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ISAAC THOMAS

ISAAC THOMAS / PHOTO BY JO-ANN RICHARDS, WORKS PHOTOGRAPHY



Calendar

7

How to buy tickets
By telephone  

250 385 6815 
Please have your credit card ready, as well as the  

date and time of the performance you wish to attend.

Online 
Visit belfry.bc.ca/tickets 

and buy your tickets online, anytime.

In person 
Drop by our Box Office. 

We accept Visa, Mastercard, American Express,  

debit card, cheques, and, of course, cash.

Intimate  
Apparel 
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE    

September 20–October 16, 2022  

Tuesdays – Thursdays at 7:30 pm

Wednesday Matinees at 1 pm  

(September 28, October 5, 12) 

Fridays & Saturdays at 8 pm

Saturday Matinees at 4 pm

Sunday Matinees at 2 pm 

Audience Engagement Schedule  

B4PLAY · Saturday, September 17 at 11 am 

TALKBACK THURSDAY · October 6  

COLLECTOR’S 
WINE AUCTION

B.C.  WINE
BASKETS

WHISKY 
& SPIRITS

DINING & GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

www.belfry.bc.ca/crush 
250 385 6835

Online Auction: 
Bidding Open October 24–30, 2022

An online benefit for the

Crush
Presented by

A Fine Wine Auction

Generously 
supported by  



M O R R I S  P A N Y C H

NOVEMBER 15 – DECEMBER 11, 2022

“an achingly funny black comedy.”  
—THE SUNDAY TIMES

“I’m worried about your health… 
it seems to be improving.”

Belfry Theatre 
1291 GLADSTONE AVENUE 

VICTORIA, BC    V8T 1G5

INTIMATE  
APPAREL 
SPONSORS

PUBLIC FUNDERS

SEASON 
SPONSORS


